60 ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

The adult males in a town meeting in,
ham, Massachusetts, for example, icould trace
back to male ancestors, who attended that same
!own  meeting  an  hundred  years  before,   in
greater numbers, in proportion io thear total-
number, than could the members of the f! louse
of Lords to ancestors who had sat in thai sunie
chamber.   Nor is it easy to see wherein they fail -
to represent the nation, since they come from
every and all classes; nor why they should gov-
ern badly, since they are chosen only after j>rov-
ing themselves to be of superior  ability and
sound judgment.   It is true that a son may not
turn out to have the same ability as his father*
but if the son of a Rothschild has ability enough
to keep the money his father made, he must, in
these days of liquid securities, be a man of no
small ability.   Those who are weakh'ngn do not
last long in the hurly-burly of the modern world.
We have seen how very few peers are the male
descendants of houses dating badjj any distance* *
God and nature turn out the incompetent* al-
most as quickly as would the electorate.   The
chances of any living   man  having   a  male
descendant able to keep what was left him,
and also able to get more, and  beget wore,
an hundred years after his time, is very small
indeed*